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NWCEF Educational Seminar  
& Annual Meeting 

March 3, 2023
Mahoney State Park 
8:30am – 12:30pm 

8:00 – 8:30 am | Registration

8:30 – 8:40 am | Opening Remarks, Dallas Jones, NWCEF President 

8:40 – 9:20 am | Trends in the Trial Courts 

Speakers: Dallas Jones & Makenzie Falcon, Baylor Evnen Wolfe & Tannehill, LLP 

Personal experience is the best teacher, but a close second is the experience of others. This 
presentation will discuss how and why trial judges decided actual cases involving the most 
important trends in the Nebraska workers’ compensation system.  You will learn from the 
mistakes made by some employers/insurers, and the good practices followed by others, so 
you are better able to deal with situations most employers will eventually encounter.    

9:20 – 10:00 am | Appellate Case Law Update

Speaker: Eric Sutton, Baylor Evnen Wolfe & Tannehill, LLP 

The appellate courts’ interpretation of the workers’ compensation statutes oftentimes have 
far-ranging, and sometimes unintended, repercussions on daily workers’ compensation 
issues.  This presentation will discuss recent decisions and how those might impact your 
operations. 

10:00 – 10:15 am | Break

10:15 – 10:25 am | Membership Benefits

Speaker: Chris Smith, FNIC, and NWCEF Membership Chair 

10:25 – 11:05 am | Keys to Successful Claims Handling From Reporting To Resolution:  A 
Team Approach  

Speakers: Cheri Lenhoff, RAS, Michael Reisbig, Baylor Evnen Wolfe & Tannehill, 
LLP & Josh Misner, Children’s Hospital 

Oftentimes, when a claim is reported, the process can become very segmented, much to the 
detriment of the successful administration of the claim.  This presentation will discuss the 
benefits of a collaborative approach from the perspective of an employer representative, a 
workers’ compensation claims manager, and a litigation specialist.  The panelists will 
discuss key issues that provide their perspectives on key issues.
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11:05 – 11:45 am | Relevant Information and Investigation from Employers for Determination 
of Causation and Assignment of Work Restrictions 

Speakers: Dr. Douglas Martin, CNOS, Jodi Zmiewski, Nurse Paralegal, Baylor 
Evnen Wolfe & Tannehill, LLP & Paul Barta, Baylor Evnen Wolfe & Tannehill, LLP 

Interact with this panel of medical and legal professionals to gain insight on what an 
employer or claims handler can do from the inception to the end of the claim to better assist 
in determining whether a work injury actually occurred and if so, what are appropriate 
work restrictions?    Dr. Martin and Jodi Zmiewski LPN will discuss information that 
employers can gather that is key in determining if an injury actually occurred and 
appropriate parameters for return to work. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask 
questions of Dr. Martin, the region’s preeminent Occupation Health physician. 

11:45 – 12:15 pm | Legislative Update—A Review of the Legislative Bills Affecting the 

Workers’ Compensation System, and a Discussion of Developments in the Business and Labor 

Committee

Speaker: Bob Hallstrom, NWCEF Lobbyist and Executive Secretary 

NWCEF’s lobbyist is the leading spokesperson for employers’ workers’ compensation rights in the 
Nebraska Legislature. Bob Hallstrom will preview this session’s bills which impact workers’ 
compensation, the status of those bills and the latest activity of the Business and Labor Committee. 

12:15 – 12:30 pm | Closing Remarks and Brief Membership Meeting


